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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A data processing unit for executing an encrypted software 
program, the data processing unit comprising: 

a proc e ssor for d e crypt i ng th e e ncrypt e d softwar e program and for e x e cut i ng th e 
software — program, tho processor i nc l ud i ng — afi — i dent i fy i ng — number 
funct i on i ng as a s e r i a l numb e r for id e nt i fy i ng th e data proc e ss i ng un i t, th e 
i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r b ei ng acc e ssib le on l y by th e proc e ssor; and 
a m e mory un i t, th e m e mory un i t stor i ng th e d e crypt i on proc e dur e , th e e ncrypt e d 
program b ei ng e ncrypt e d using at le ast a port i on of th e i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r; 
wh e r ei n, wh e n th e proc e ssor i s to execut e th e softwar e program, th e softwar e 
program i s decrypted us i ng tho decrypt i on procoduro a l ong w i th tho 
i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r- 
means for retrieving a serial number from non-volatile memory unit: 
means for retrieving decryption procedure, wherein the processing unit is the unit 

that can retrieve the serial number from the non-volatile memory unit; 
means for decrypting an encrypted software program using the retrieved serial 
number as an encryption key and the decryption procedure; 

2. (Original) The data processing unit as recited in claim 1 wherein the encrypted 
software program is stored in the memory unit. 

3. (Currently Amended) The data processing unit as recited in claim 1 furth e r 
compr i s i ng an e xt e rna l m e mory un i t, wherein the encrypted software program is 
stored in an external memory unit. 



4. (Currently Amended) The data processing unit as recited in claim 1 wherein the 
i dent i fy i ng number i s a serial numbe r relates to the data processing unit . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The data processing unit as recited in claim 1 wherein the 
serial number i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r is associated with a plurality of data processing 
units. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for protecting software programs, the method 
comprising: 

prov i d i ng a data proc e ss i ng un i t w i th an i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r funct i on i ng as a s e r i a l 

numb e r for i d e nt i fy i ng th e data proc e ss i ng un i t, the i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r 

bo i ng accoss i b l o on l y by tho procoss i ng un i t; 
e ncrypt i ng a softwar e program e xt e rnal to th e data proc e ss i ng un i t us i ng at le ast 

a port i on of th e i d e nt i fy i ng number; and 
d e crypt i ng th e e ncrypt e d softwar e program pr i or to e x e cut i on of th e softwar e 

program by th e data proc e ssing un i t us i ng th e i d e nt i fy i ng numb e r and a 

d e crypt i on proc e dur e stor e d i n th e proc e ss i ng un i t- 
retrieving a serial number from non-volatile memory unit; 
retrieving decryption procedure, wherein the processing unit is the unit that can 

retrieve the serial number from the non-volatile memory unit; 
decrypting an encrypted software program using the retrieved serial number as 

an encryption key and the decryption procedure; 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Amended) The method as recited in claim 6 wherein the i dent i fy i ng 
numb e r i s a serial number relates to fef-the data processing unit. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 6 wherein the encrypted 
software program is stored external to the data processing unit. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 6 wherein the encrypted 
program is stored in the data processing unit. 
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